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This year marks a very special 
year for the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul in North Texas. We hosted 
the South Central Regional Meet-
ing at the Sheraton Hotel in Down-
town Dallas. Please see the article 
on the conference! 

The Diocesan Council of Dallas has 
been busy with community outreach 
and program growth. The Council 
and its 30 parish-based conferences, 
assists families experiencing life 
crisis. Our conferences provide 
emergency assistance such as rent, 
utilities, food and clothing, to fami-
lies in need. The Council works with 
clients to help alleviate the root 
causes of poverty including incar-
ceration, disasters, domestic vio-
lence, elder abuse, lack of job skills 
and education, divorce, homeless-
ness, mental illness and others. 

During the last six months, the Coun-
cil has attended conferences through-
out North Texas in an effort to pro-
mote the work of the Society. Most 
recently the Council participated in 
the Dallas Emergency Response 
Conference as a Voluntary Organiza-
tion Active in Disaster. The Council 
continues to respond to the needs of 
North Texans during times of fire, 
floods and tornadoes. Sadly we have 
had several situations recently that 
involved the death of young children 
due to fire or flooding. Through the 
support of generous donors like the 
Catholic Foundation, the Council’s 
Hope on Call Program is able to re-
spond to these families and assist 

them at the hour of their greatest 
need. 

As we enter the Severe Weather 
Season for North Texas, please 
prepare your families, your busi-
nesses and your parish conferences 
for what to do during a weather 
disaster. The Council’s website at 
www.svdpdallas.org  has a link to 
statewide disaster resources for the 
general public. The Council of Dal-
las works with the American Red 
Cross, Catholic Charities of Dallas 
and cities across North Texas dur-
ing times of disasters. The Council 
is always in need of volunteers and 
donations to assist us when disas-
ters happen. If you would like to 
help us in this important service to 
the community please email our 
Director of Development, Sylvia 
Holler at sholler@svdpdallas.org. 
 
And now for some other updates on 
our programs. Our Intensive Busi-
ness Training Program received a 
grant from the AT&T Foundation to 
upgrade computer hardware and 
software in the IBT classroom. This 
funding will provide our students 
with the opportunity to learn on 
state of the art equipment. The In-
tensive Business Training Program 
is in its 4th year and has provided 
training to hundreds of unemployed 
and underemployed clients in North 
Texas. In an effort to improve our 
outcomes in this program, the 
Council is now certified to provide 
pre and post assessments of adult 
basic literacy through the ����	��
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SVDP Council of 
Dallas and SVDP 
Thrift Store con-
tinually seeking 
clothing and furni-
ture donations. 
 
Thrift Store 
3052 West North-
west Highway 
214-373-SVDP 

www.svdpdallas.org 
 
www.svdpthrift.org 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul  

Celebrates 175th Anniversary  
World’s largest lay Catholic 

charity has served the poor 

worldwide since 1833  
 
A French college student 
named Frederic Ozanam-
founded the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul on April 
23, 1833, his twentieth 
birthday, so that he and his 
schoolmates could put their 

faith into action 
through service 
to the poor.  
 
Known and loved 
for its thrift stores 
and food pantries 
and the personal 
visits of its mem-
bers to the homes 
of the poor, the 
Society today has 
more than 
690,000 members 
operating in 142 
countries.  
 
The Society’s 
115,000 U.S. 
members, known 
as “Vincentians,” 
plan to mark this 
year’s milestone 
with a series of 
commemorative 
activities. Festivi-

ties officially began with a 
special 175th Anniversary 
Liturgy and Commitment 

Ceremony which was cele-
brated in parishes nation-
wide on “Ozanam Sunday,” 
April 20th. Three days later, 
April 23rd, on the actual 
anniversary date, the Soci-
ety opened its four-day 
Midyear Meeting in St. 
Louis. The meeting con-
cluded on the 26th with an-
other special Liturgy and a 
banquet featuring a reenact-
ment of the Society’s 
founding.  
 
The 175th Anniversary 
celebrations will continue 
from May through August 
at other regional meetings 
in Dallas, St. Paul, Buffalo, 
Des Moines, Boise, Tampa, 
and Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
A special “Vincentian Heri-
tage Retreat Day” will be 
held throughout the country 
on September 9th, the feast 
of Blessed Freder ic 
Ozanam. The festivities will 
culminate with the Soci-
ety’s four-day Annual 
Meeting in Louisville and 
end September 27th, the 
feast of St. Vincent de Paul, 
the Society’s namesake and 
patron.  
 
“This will be a special year 
of grace for us, a time of 
renewal and refounding,” 
declares Joe Flannigan, na-
tional president of the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul in 

the United States. “Every 
member of the Society 
can rediscover our Vin-
centian heritage and serve 
the poor with a deeper 
spirituality and dedica-
tion.”   The Society’s 
U.S. members donated 
nearly 6 million hours of 
their personal time in 
2006, aiding more than 20 
million of their neighbors 
in distress and offering 
services valued at nearly 
$500 million.  
 
“The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul is committed 
to ending poverty in 
America, one person at a 
time,” says Roger Play-
win, the Society’s na-
tional executive director. 
“Donations of time, tal-
ent, and treasure are al-
ways welcome.”  

� 	 � % � � 
 	 . � � � 
 2 � . 3 �

�����������	
�����

����

�
���������

�����������

���
�����
�
��������

�
��������� ���



���
�������
�������������������
������� �!"�
� . / � � 4 ��

�����������������	�
������
���
��

�������������������
��
��������	��
����
������	���������
�������
����
�

��
����
����������������������
�����

���
������������
���	��
�����������
����
�����
�����������
�����������
�
������

������������� !� ""#!�������������	�
�

������$���	�������
��

�����	�
�
��
��������%����	�&����&�
���	
���
����	������
��
�'����������������%���
��	�&����&�
���	
�������	�������
�
���
����	
��!����
�	
������
��!��		��
�
����
������
��!�
���	���
�������!�
����	
�!�
�	�
��
����������
����
����

����	�
���

�������(���
��
'��
������%����	�����
	
���������������)
�
�������
����
�
�
�������
����
�
���������������
��
���	�
����������
��������
����	�

����
��

*��
������������������'������

�����
�������������+��	�������
�
��!��������
'�
����
����
'������������	���������

�
��

���	
�������
������
����	�
��

��������
����
�!�%����
���,- �� �������
�

�������������
'���
��������������	
�
�������������
��.���
�����
���������
+����
�
��
�'���/����$�����

�
��
.���
��)
�������
��������������+�����

�
�
�����	�
����	�����!����	��
���
�����
����

���������+��)
��������
��������
���0$������1�	�
!�����
�
������
���
����
��
����������
����
����
���������
����������
�����	�
���	
����
���2�	�
��
��!�(�3

��

������
���������������������������
��
�����������
	������������
!���
����
	
��!���������
!�
����������

�	�����
���
*����	
���!��������
����������������
	
�
4�
��	�
�������
���������������
��	���
4
���������������������������
	��������������
�������3�
����������
�!�

�
���
�����	
�������
�
���2
������
�������
�����
����������


�
�
�	�����

���
	��������

����
������
�
�������
	����
���������
!�������
����
���
�����	������
�
�
�
��
�������
�����
����
������������������'����
����������
���
�������
����������������
�����������

������������
�$��	'�5�!�
������
����	��
����������!����
������
�����
�6�
���������

���'���
����


�
�
�	�������
����
����
���������
�������
�����
����������	
��

���������


�
�
�	���

 
 
For more information about Floric and 
the Senior Services we offer, contact: 
Debby Bobbitt  
214-520-0650 ext. 107 
dbobbitt@svdpdallas.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Committee in Oslo, Norway.  The 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was 
nominated in recognition of its 
175 years of extraordinary work 
worldwide now done by over 
700,000 members in over 144 
countries worldwide. 
 
 

Society Nominated for Nobel Prize 
- Monday, February 04, 2008 
 
     The International Confedera-
tion of the Society of Saint Vin-
cent de Paul was proposed by 
the Federation of Charity, Phi-
lanthropy and Religious Institu-
tions of the State of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil (FEBESP) in December 
2007 for the Nobel Peace Prize 
2008 to the Norwegian Nobel  Old Cathedral in St. Louis, Missouri  
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SVDP Nominated for Nobel Peace 
Prize 

Floric Home Health-
care Agency, which is 
Medicare Certified, 
serves Dallas, Collin, 
Tarrant, Rockwall, 
Kaufman, Denton, 
Ellis and Johnson 
Counties.   



� . / � � 8 �

��������������#�$
�����%���
�$�
���������&������������'�

�
�
“Dallas Vincentians were 
thrilled with the success of the 
Regional meeting that was held 
May 14 - 17, 2008 at the Shera-
ton Hotel,” said Elizabeth Disco
-Shearer, Executive Director for 
the Council of Dallas. “There 
are so many exciting venues for 
visitors in Dallas, Texas, and 
celebrating this anniversary was 
a great opportunity for our 
members and friends to get to-
gether in Big D.”  
 
The South Central Regional 
Meeting saw members from the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s 
South Central Region states: 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico and Texas which in-
cluded Council staff, Confer-
ence members, and leaders from 
the National Office such as our 
National President, Joe Flanni-

gan and our National Director, 
Roger Playwin. 
 
The workshops were geared to 
new members of the Society, 
seasoned veterans and profes-
sional staff.   Key speakers  
from the Dallas community ad-
dressed pressing issues such as 
Immigration Law, Restorative 
Justice, and Housing for the 
poor.  In addition, Vincentian 
speakers spoke on standard is-
sues such as the Application of 
the Tenets of Catholic Social 
Justice in Vincentian Work. 
 
The first day and a half was 
directed particularly to Council 
Staff.  Dan Peterson CPA of 
Peterson and Company, P.C., 
spoke on Changes in the IRS 
990 for 2008 which gave an 
overview of the changes and the 
impact to non-profits, and New 
Changes in Audit Requirements 
for Non-Profits, which de-
scribed how to be in compliance 
with SAS 99, Sarbanes Oxley, 
Conflict of Interest Issues and 
other regulatory oversight poli-
cies.  
 
The day continued with a series 
on Client Directed Laws.  Rich-
ard Gump, At-
torney at Law, 
Law Offices of 
Richard A. 
Gump, Jr., PC., 
spoke on  
US Immigra-
tion Law Re-
quirements and 
their Impact on 
Delivering So-

cial Services.  Elizabeth Disco-
Shearer, Executive Director, 
Council of Dallas, Member Fi-
nance and Governance Commit-
tee, SVdPUSA spoke on Clients 
Rights to Privacy:  What laws 
govern a client’s right to pri-
vacy and what Councils and 
Conferences can release to the 
public.  
 
Council Staff’s track concluded 
with a seminar on Fund Devel-
opment for Nonprofit Organiza-
tions during Tough Economic 
Times, presented by Lynn Vogt 
of the Center for Nonprofit 
Management in Dallas. 
 
Thursday, May 15th talks in-
cluded Guidance for Confer-
ences on U.S. Immigration 
Laws by Vanna Slaughter, 
LMSW-ACP, Director of Immi-
gration and Legal Counseling 
Services, Catholic Charities of 
Dallas and Mary Elizabeth Ce-
dillo-Pereira (Liz), Cedillo-
Pereira & Cedillo Attorneys & 
Counselors at Law;  The Appli-
cation of the Tenets of Catholic 
Social Justice in Vincentian 
Work, by (continued on next 
page) 
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St. Vincent de Paul members 
carry Frederic Ozanam’s ban-
ner as they walk to the Cathe-
dral Guadalupe for Mass Sat-
urday May 17th 



by Sister Nancy Sullivan, DC, Dioce-
san Council of Austin, and Maximizing 
Thrift Store Revenues by Ray DuPont, 
National Stores Committee Chairman.   
 
The evening was ended by a reception 
in the hotel and a visit to the Trammel 
Crow Museum of Asian Art in down-
town Dallas.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Friday’s sessions included a Vincen-
tian Spiritual Retreat with Sister 
Kieran Kneaves, DC from the National 
Office, a talk on Conference Fundrais-
ing by Mark King, President of St. 
Mark’s Conference in Plano and Board 
Member of Council of Dallas, a lesson 
on using the National Database to track 
Council on Conference Memberships 
with Roger Playwin, National Execu-
tive Director, The Ten Year Plan to 
End Homelessness by the Dallas Coun-
cil’s Associate Director, James Butler, 
and models from the National Office 
on Bylaws for Councils and Confer-
ences by Roger Playwin.   
 
The keynote speaker for lunch in the 
Sheraton’s 38th floor Chaparral Res-
taurant was Dr. Frank Lazarus, Presi-
dent of the University of Dallas, who 
spoke on his personal association with 
St. Vincent de Paul through his father. 

 
 

 
 

Of particular interest during Friday’s 
sessions was the Restorative Justice 
panel: Exploring Issues on Reentry 
and Legislative Reform. This featured 
an esteemed panel of experts active 
on prison reform: Deacon Doots Du-
four, Director of Criminal Justice 
Ministry, Austin, Texas, Richard Lo-
pez, Director of Chaplaincy Support, 
Huntsville, Texas and Dallas 
County’s District Attorney, Craig 
Watkins. 
 
That evening the SVDP Thrift Store 
hosted the Regional Meeting atten-
dees for a tour of the store followed 
by a reception with entertainment. 
 
Saturday’s talks continued with Vin-
centian and Social Services themes.  
Father Jack Cawley, Spiritual Advisor 
for the Council of Dallas and Pastor 
of Holy Trinity Catholic Church, pro-
vided the Keynote Address: The Chal-
lenge of Living Vincentian Values in 
Modern Times.  Ron Meyer from 
Phoenix, Arizona presented a talk on 
the Crucial Nature of Voice of the 
Poor to Vincentians, and Bea Garza, 
President of the Diocesan Council of 
Dallas and Dorothy Hoel, General 
Manager of the SVDP Thrift Store, 
spoke on Training for new Confer-
ence Officers and new Thrift Store 
Managers. 
 
The day continued with talks on the 
Importance of Internal Controls and 
Good Stewardship in Conferences by 
Dan Williams, CPA, Pickens, 
Snodgrass, Koch, LLP; Eliminating 
Hunger in the Southwest: Current 
Issues and Solutions by Jan Pruitt, 
Chief Executive Officer, North 
Texas Food Bank; Tips for effective 
Home Visits in Today’s World by 
Ralph Hassel, South Central Re-
gional Chair; Voice of the Poor 
Committee Updates from Cathy Gar-
cia, Voice of the Poor Committee 
Representative, South Central Region; 
and Ron Meyer, SVDP National 
Voice of the Poor Committee and 
Phoenix Voice of the Poor Commit-
tee.  

The meeting concluded on Satur-
day evening with a Mass cele-
brated by Monsignor Milam Jo-
seph, Monsignor Mark Seitz and 
Father Jack Cawley, Spiritual 
Director of the Dallas Council of 
the Society of St. Vincent 
DePaul, followed by dinner at the 
Sheraton with entertainment pro-
vided by the Dallas String Quar-
tet and swing dancers from the 
Dallas and Fort Worth area. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ray Du-
Pont dis-
cusses 
Maximizing 
Thrift Store 
Revenues 

Dr. Frank 
Lazarus 
and Eliza-
beth Disco
-Shearer 

Deacon Doots Dufour (left), Director of 
Criminal Justice Ministry, Austin, 
Texas, Richard Lopez, Director of 
Chaplaincy Support, Huntsville, Texas 
and Dallas County’s District Attorney, 
Craig Watkins speak on Restorative 
Justice at the Sheraton Hotel for 
SVDP’s Regional Meeting in Dallas 

Sessions provided Vincentians a 
chance to make new friends and 
share in fellowship. 



Sow Seeds of Love is a program which encourages personal re-
sponsibility as well as community pride.  Basically, your confer-
ence will be offering free flower seeds and sponsoring a short 
clinic on flower growing for people in your neighborhood.  
  
Participants will be taking away a sense of empowerment, know-
ing that they can bring beauty to their homes and apart-
ments.  And you will be building powerful relationships for SVDP 
in your parish as well. 
  
For more information, visit www.svdpdallas.org - Sow Seeds of 
Love 

Sow Seeds of Love: SVDP Neighborhood Beautification Project 
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“The Lord is always 
willing to make a dif-
ference in their lives, 
if we give Him a 
chance.” !
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Andrea Kenny describes her experience: 

Being familiar with St. Vincent de Paul and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society I thought it 
would be nice during Lent to expose my fam-
ily to a “catholic tradition” of honoring a 
saint by visiting the body.  The kids were 
reluctant but knew it was important to me.  
The street Rue de Sevres, where Maison-
Mere is, is near the Latin Quarter which is in 
the Left Bank.   

 

 

That morning we visited Notre Dame and walked 
the streets of the Latin Quarter.  Towards the end 
of the day we headed out to visit St. Vincent.  We 
entered Maison-Mere off the street and almost 
passed by it—it was so different from the grand 
churches we had been visiting … Notre Dame, St. 
Sulpice, etc.  It was small, quaint, very pretty and 
dark. 

When we walked we were surprised how quiet it 
was—only 3 other people praying in front of St. 
Vincent.  He is resting above the altar (with lots of 
lights shining on him) and there is a spiral stair-
case on either side of the altar. 

My daughters and I immediately walked up the 
stairs.  We thought his body looked like a “doll”.  
We spent a few minutes in front of him and each 
said a prayer.  If you ask my kids about Paris that 
is one of the first things they mention—they got to 
see the body of a saint! 

 

Andrea Kenny of AK 
Charms (see above for 
information on ordering 
a St. Vincent de Paul 
charm) 

 

AK Charms has teamed up with the  SVDP  Dioce-
san Council of Dallas to create this beautiful charm 
in sterling silver.  $12.50 of every charm sold will go 
directly to  SVDP's Hope on Call program to sup-
port its Conferences.  

There are no minimums  and charms are ready for im-
mediate shipment.  Place your order today and spread 
the awareness of all the great things that are accom-
plished by the SVDP society. 

To place your order call: (214) 827-0140           or e-
mail: acharms@sbcglobal.net and mention St. Vin-
cent de Paul.  You may also send your order 
and check to: 6607 Gaston Ave. Dallas, TX  75214  
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Angel Food is available in a quantity 

than can fit into a medium-sized box at 

$30 per unit.  Each month’s menu is 

different than the previous month and 

consists of both fresh and frozen 

items with an average retail value of 

approximately $60.  Comparison 

shopping has been done across the 

country in various communities using 

a wide range of retail grocery stores 

and has resulted in the same food 

items costing $42 to $78. 

Generally, one unit of food assists in 

feeding a family of four for about one 

week or a single senior citizen for al-

most a month.  The food is all the same 

Blessings by the box 

With a heart to help others and a gen-

erous spirit, Joe and Linda Wingo 

founded Angel Food Ministries in 

1994 to provide food for friends and 

neighbors who were struggling finan-

cially.  Today, they are still doing the 

same thing.  The Angel Food program 

now is helping provide food relief to 

more than 500,000 families each 

month. 

Angel Food Ministries is a non-profit, 

non-denominational organization 

dedicated to providing food relief and 

contributing to benevolent outreaches 

in communities throughout the United 

States. 

high quality one could purchase at a 

grocery store.  There are no second 

hand items, no damaged or out-dated 

goods, no dented cans without labels, no 

day-old breads and no produce that is 

almost too ripe. 

Also offered are specialty boxes such as 

steaks, chicken and pork.  Many partici-

pants in this bonus program appreciate 

the expanded choices.  Additionally, 

there is no limit to the number of units 

or bonus foods an individual can re-

ceive, and there are no applications to 

complete or qualifications to which par-

ticipants must adhere. 

For more information, visit 

www.angelfoodministries.com or 

www.sacredheartrowlett.org  

St. Vincent de Paul at Sacred Heart in 

Rowlett Collects food for the poor as 

part of Angel Food Ministry program 
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President of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, Council 
of Dallas, Bea Garza, con-
gratulates graduating IBT 
student 



First Annual Gathering of Spiritual Advisors  
Held at the Council of Dallas 

� . / � � ) ) �

Vincentian Spiritual Advisors gath-
ered at the Council of Dallas for 
the First Annual Gathering of Spiri-
tual Advisors on March 3, 2008. 
The meeting was held to discuss 
refocusing on part of our mis-
sion"...growing in holiness." 
  
The Spiritual Advisor lay person, dea-
con, or priest attends meetings regu-
larly to help guide the membership to 
spiritual health in the steps of the 
Catholic layman Emmanuel Bailly, the 
first conference's Spiritual Advisor. 
The advisor acts as spiritual animator, 
promotes the works of the Society, 
provides inspiration and challenges 
members to new works. 
 

Part of the role of Spiritual Advisor is 
formation of members. A goal set for 
2008, our 175th anniversary, is to en-
gage members in the "Serving in 
Hope" Module III, Our Vincentian 
Heritage. Spiritual Advisors present 
were encouraged to provide materials 
and incentives for members 
to "understand the spiritual heritage of 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam, appreciate 
the five 'Ozanam Principles' and to 
recognize how our Vincentian Heri-
tage is lived today."  
  
Special guests included Father Jack 
Cawley formerly of Holy Trinity, Fa-
ther Ben Molina from St. Elizabeth-
Hungary, and Deacon Ray Smith 
from St. Gabriel-McKinney.  
 

The Council office provided a light 
"lenten" lunch and spiritual advisor 
materials and resources. Information 
on additional resources can be found 
at www.svdpusa.org. 
  
May Christ dwell in your hearts 
through faith, so that, being rooted 
and grounded in love, you may be 
able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and knowing the 
love of Christ which surpasses all 
knowledge, you may be filled with the 
fullness of God. Ephesians 3:17 
  
Submitted by:  Bea Garza, South 
Central Region Spiritual Advisor/
Formation Committee Chair, 
March 04, 2008 
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SVDP Dallas is putting together our first 
cookbook!  If you have any recipes in the 
following categories please send them to: 
 
Debby Bobbitt 
10500 Steppington Drive Suite 251 
Dallas, TX 75230 
dbobbitt@svdpdallas.org 
214-520-0650 ext. 107 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL SPEAKERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND SPONSORS 
WHO HELPED MAKE THE DALLAS REGIONAL MEETING A SUCCESS! 

Advertising in our Newsletter is 
now available!  This is a great way 
to showcase your company and 
support The Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul and all its good works.  To 
take out an ad or find out more in-
formation please contact Sylvia: 
sholler@svdpdallas.org  


